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Abstract 

Traditional institutions have remained vital agents of governance, cultural preservation among others. 
This study examined the influence of traditional institutions on community development in Otukpo Local 
Government Area, focusing on their roles in leadership, conflict resolutions, resource mobilization and 
socio-economic transformation. The study adopted a theoretical and empirical approach using relevant 
development theories such as structural functionalism, dependency theory. Three research questions 

were generated, and three hypotheses were formulated and tested at 0.05 level of significance, chi-
square statistical tool was used to analyze the hypotheses. The findings revealed that traditional 
institutions significantly contributed to community development through grassroots mobilization, peace 
building and local governance, despite challenges such as political marginalization and modernization 
pressures. The study also revealed that traditional institutions had significant influence on promoting 
grassroots participation in Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue State. The study recommended 
that integrating traditional institutions into formal governance structures can enhance sustainable 
community development. It further recommended that the government should provide clear 
constitutional roles for traditional institutions to enhance their legitimacy and effectiveness. 
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Introduction 

Traditional institutions in Nigeria are indigenous governance structures rooted in customs and 

traditions. They are headed by traditional rulers such as chiefs, kings and elders who serve as 

custodians of culture and mediators in community affairs (Omitola, 2022). Before colonial rule, 

traditional institutions were central to governance, administration and development. They 

coordinated communal labour, settled disputes and ensured social order. In Benue State, 

particularly Otukpo Local Government Area, traditional rulers play significant roles in community 

leadership and development activities. Community development refers to the collective efforts of 

people to improve their living conditions through projects such as road constructions, schools, health 

care facilities and water supply (Ogwudile, 2019). Despite modernization, traditional institutions 

remain relevant due to their proximity to the people. However, their effectiveness has been challenged 

by political interference, reduced authority and lack of constitutional roles. Traditional institutions 

in Nigeria are many at times challenged due to proper conditional roles. In Benue State like the 

Och’idoma and district heads play significant roles in grassroots administrations and community 

coordination. Historically, traditional institutions served as the primary machinery for governance, 

conflict resolution and mobilization of community members for development purposes. Even in 

contemporary times, they remain vital in rural development due to their closeness to the people and 

deep understanding of local customs and needs.  
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In Otukpo Local Government Area, traditional institutions are believed to influence development 

initiatives through leadership, mobilization and conflict resolutions. Studies show that traditional 

resolutions contribute to governance, resource mobilization and cultural preservation, although their 

effectiveness varies across communities (Olawoyin, 2023). Before the colonial rule, these institutions 

governed the people effectively through moigenous administrative systems that ensured justice, 

equity and development. Community development in Otukpo LGA largely depends on collective 

participation where traditional leaders act as catalyst for development initiatives such as road 

construction, school building and health programs. However, the influence of these institutions is 

increasingly challenged by political interference, youth resistance, and limited constitutional 

recognition. 

Objectives of the Study 

The broad objective of this study is to determine the influence of traditional institutions on 

community-driven developmental projects in Otukpo LGA of Benue State. Specifically:  

1. Examine the role of traditional institutions in Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue State. 

2. Assess the influence of traditional institutions on community-Driven developmental Projects in 

Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue State. 

3. Identify challenges affecting traditional institutions in Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue 

State. 

Research Question 

1. What are the roles of traditional institutions in Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue State? 

2. What is the influence of traditional institutions on community-Driven developmental Projects in 

Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue State? 

3. What are the challenges affecting traditional institutions in Otukpo Local Government Area of 

Benue State? 

Research Hypotheses 

1. Traditional institutions have no significant influence on community-driven developmental Projects 

in Otukpo LGA of Benue State. 

2. Traditional institutions do not significantly contribute to conflict resolutions in Otukpo Local 

Government Area of Benue State. 

3. There is no Significant challenges affecting traditional leadership and grassroot participation in 

Otukpo LGA of Benue State. 

Research Methodology 

 This chapter presents the methodology adopted for the study on the influence of traditional 

institutions in community- Driven developmental Projects in Otukpo Local Government Area. It 

describes the research design, area of study, population sample size and sampling techniques, 

instruments for data collection, validity and reliability of the instruments, method of data collection 

and technique for data analysis. 

Population of the Study 

 The population of the study comprises all residents of selected communities in Otukpo Local 

Government Area of Benue State. This includes, community members, traditional leaders, youth 

representatives and local government officials. The estimated population is large, therefore a sample 

is drawn. 

Sample Size 

 A total of 150 respondents is selected for the study. This sample size is considered adequate for 

statistical analysis and generalization. 
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Sampling Technique 

The study adopts a simple random sampling technique, ensuring that every member of the 

population has an equal chance of being selected. In addition, purposive sampling is used to select 

key informants such as traditional rulers and community leaders due to their relevance to the study. 

Method of Data Collection 

 Data is collected through primary sources using the questionnaire. Copies of the questionnaire are 

distributed to respondents. Respondents are given adequate time to complete them and the 

researcher retrieves completed questionnaires. 

Method of Data Analysis 

 Data collected is analyzed using statistical package for social sciences (SPSS). Inferential statistic of 

chi-square (II2) is used to test the hypothesis. 

Presentation of Results 

Demographic Data Analysis 

Table 1: Gender categorization 

Gender Frequency Percentage (%) 

Male 85 56.7 

Female 65 43.3 

Total 150 100 

The table shows that 56.7% of respondents are male, while 43.3% are female. This indicates the male 

formed majority of the population. 

Table 2: Age Distribution  

Age group Frequency Percentage (%) 

18-25 40 26.7 

26-35 55 36.7 

36 and above 55 36.7 

Total 150 100 

From the table, most respondents fall within the 36 years and above, indicating mature participants 

with relevant knowledge of community development. 

Analysis of Research Questions 

Research question 1 

What are the roles of traditional institutions in Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue State? 

Table 3: Response on significant role of traditional institution in Community Development 

Response Frequency Percentage (%) 

Strong agree 65 43.3 

Agree 50 33.3 

Disagree 20 13.3 

Strongly disagree 15 10 

Total 150 100 

 

A total of 76.62 which fall under agree (SA + A) agreed that traditional institutions play significant 

roles in community development. This confirms their importance in Otukpo Local Government Area 

of Benue State. 

 

 

http://www.foefugusau.com.ng/
https://doi.org/10.64348/zije.2026561


 

             Zamfara International Journal of Sci. Tech. Educ. & Mathematics 

The Official Journal of the Department of Science Education 

Federal University Gusau, Zamfara State, Nigeria 

Volume 3, Number 3, September, 2026                                                                                                                          
ISSN: 2251 – 0974 

 

    www.foefugusau.com.ng 
        des@fugusau.edu.ng 

                                                                                                 DOI: https://doi.org/10.64348/zije.2026561  

Influence of Traditional Institutions on Community-Driven Development … Igomu, O. R. & Umoru, R. S.… Akanbi, A. O., Et. al. (2026)                                                                  

12 

Research question 2 

What is the influence of traditional institutions on community-Driven developmental Projects in 

Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue State? 

Table 4: Response on influence of traditional institution in Community Development 

Response Frequency Percentage (%) 

Strong agree 70 46.7 

Agree 45 30 

Disagree 20 13.3 

Strongly disagree 15 10 

Total 150 100 

From the above 76.7% of the respondents agree that traditional institutions significantly influence 

development in Otukpo LGA of Benue State. 

Research question 3 

What are the challenges affecting traditional institutions in Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue 

State? 

Table 5: Response on influence of traditional institution in Community Development 

Response Frequency Percentage (%) 

Strong agree 60 40 

Agree 55 36.7 

Disagree 20 13.3 

Strongly disagree 15 10 

Total 150 100 

From the table majority of the respondents (76.7%) agree that traditional institution face serious 

challenges such as political interference and lack of legal backing in Otukpo LGA of Benue State. 

Hypotheses testing (chi-square analysis) 

Hypothesis one 

Ho1: Traditional institution have significant influence on community-Driven developmental Projects 

in Otukpo LGA of Benue State. 

Table 6: Chi-square analysis 

Response observed (o) Expected (E) (O-E) 2/E 

SA 70 37.5 28.17 

A 40 37.5 1.50 

D 20 37.5 8.17 

SD 15 37.5 13.50 

Total 150 1500 51.34 

Decision rule; Critical value (df = 3, a = 0.05) = 7.81; Calculated X2 = 51.34 

Decision, Since 57.34> 7.81, the statement of the null hypotheses one is rejected. The conclusion is 

that, there is no significant influence of traditional institutions on community-Driven developmental 

Projects in Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue State. 

Hypothesis two 

Ho2: traditional institutions do not significantly influence conflict in Otukpo Local Government Area 

of Benue State. 

Table 7: Chi-square calculation 

Response Observed (O) Expected (E) (O-E) 2/E 

SA 68 37.5 25.02 

A 47 37.5 2.41 

D 20 37.5 8.17 

SD 15 37.5 13.50 
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Total 150 1500 49.10 

Decision 

49.10> 7.81, hence HO2, the statement of hypothesis two is rejected. The conclusion is that 

traditional institution significantly influences conflict resolution in Otukpo Local Government Area 

of Benue State. 

Hypothesis three 

HO3: There is no significant relationship between traditional leadership and grassroot participation 

in Otukpo LGA of Benue State. 

Table 8: Chi-square calculation 

Response Observed (O) Expected (E) (O-E) 2/E 

SA 65 37.5 20.17 
A 50 37.5 4.17 

D 20 37.5 8.17 

SD 15 37.5 13.50 

Total 150 1500 46.01 

Decision 

46.07 > 7.81, implying that the statement of the null hypothesis 3 is rejected, the conclusion is that 

there is a significant relationship between traditional institutions and grassroots participation in 

Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue State. 

Discussion of finding 

 This section discusses the major findings of the study in relation to the research questions, 

hypothesis, theoretical review and existing empirical literature in influence of traditional institutions 

on community-Driven developmental Projects in Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue State. The 

findings of the study revealed that traditional institutions have significant influence on community-

Driven developmental Projects in Otukpo. This is evident from the high percentage of respondents 

over 75% who agreed that traditional leaders play active roles in development initiative from 

hypothesis one chi-square to confirmed the result on the calculated value exceeded the theoretical 

position of Takott Parsons (1951). Finding also revealed that traditional institutions play significant 

role in conflict resolution as evidenced by the high level of agreement among respondents and the 

rejection of the second null hypothesis. This finding aligns with the heirs of Emile Durkhein (1983), 

who emphasized that social institutions are necessary for maintaining social order and cohesion. 

Conflict resolution by traditional rulers helps prevent social instability, thereby creating an enabling 

environment for development. Findings also revealed that traditional institutions significantly 

enhance grassroots participations in community development. Statistical test confirmed a significant 

relationship between traditional institutions and grassroots participations, leading to the rejection 

of null hypothesis three. The finding supports participatory development theory, which emphasized 

the importance of involving local people in development processes. Traditional institutions in Otukpo 

LGA act as facilitators of participation by encouraging communal labour, promoting collective 

decision making and enhancing project ownership. 

Conclusion 

 This study investigated the influence of traditional institutions on community-Driven developmental 

Projects. Base on the findings it can be concluded that Traditional institutions influences 

community-Driven developmental Projects in Otukpo Local Government Area of Benue State, Nigeria 

Recommendations 

 Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made: 
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1. Constitutional recognition: The government should provide clear constitutional roles for 

traditional institutions to enhance their legitimacy and effectiveness. 

2. Strengthening Collaboration: The government should strengthen collaboration with traditional 

institutions while preserving their neutrality and autonomy. 

3. Youth engagement: Efforts should be made to involve young people in traditional governance 

systems to enhance community and relevance. 

4. Financial support: Government and development agencies should provide financial assistance to 

traditional institutions for community development projects. 
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